BECKER COUNTY

County Administration

915 Lake Avenue, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501
218-846-7201
www.co.becker.mn.us

July 24, 2013

Members of the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
(5-95 State Office Building

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd

St. Paul, MN 55155

Council Members;

Becker County is concerned about stopping the spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) and
has actively been pursuing a number of efforts underway locally which include:

¢ providing coordination and training of AlS educators;
¢ AIS education and outreach at public meetings;

¢ Working to facilitate local and regional planning on combating AlS in west central
Minnesota.

We support the MN COLA grant request proposal for Statewide AIS Facilities and Equipment
which would provide one-time capital grants for local governments to help keep Zebra mussels
from coming into Becker County.

We believe this proposal would assist local government efforts to stop the spread of AlS, and
we encourage your support.

Zebra mussels have infested many of our beautiful lakes in Minnesota, but many thousands
more are still unaffected. These infestations permanently affect the fish habitat which is central
to your mission.

Please fund this proposal to help prevent further ecological damage to our public waters.

Sincerely,

Ve Hree . ™

Don Skarie, Chair

Becker County Board of Commissioners
915 Lake Avenue

Detroit Lakes, MN 56501




